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Welcome to Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church!

This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition, which
express the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Receiving Holy Communion in this Church is to adhere and commit to the One True Church, the Orthodox Church.

Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself
to Father Saba at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Welcome! Ahlan wa Sahlan! !Dgw 9 @/



THE GREAT DOXOLOGY

Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will among men.

We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy
great glory.

O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty;
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and
the Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on
us, thou that takest away the sins of the world.

Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right| -
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O
Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.

Every day will | bless Thee, and | will praise Thy
Name forever; yea, forever and ever.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without
sin.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and
praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do put
our hope in thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes.
(thrice)

Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations.
| said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for |
have sinned against Thee.

Lord, | have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy
will, for Thou art my God.

For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light
shall we see light.

O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that
know Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have

mercy on us. (thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have

mercy on us.
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TODAY'’S LITURGY INSERTS

FIRST ANTIPHON

When Israel went out of Egypt, and the house
of Jacob from among a3 barbarous people; Judah
became His sanctuary; Israel His dominion.

Refrain: Through the intercessions
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

The sea beheld and fled: Jordan turned back.
What aileth thee, O sea, that thou fleddest? And
thou Jordan, that thou didst turn back?

of the

Refrain: Through the (intercessions of the

Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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Refrain: Through the intercessions of the . . .
Theotokos, O Savior, save us. \-‘mh UAM I-J AJ‘>_1\ 'éﬂ\j ULCM ‘.“-AJM\
SECOND ANTIPHON

| am filled with love, for the Lord will hear the | %

voice of my supplication. For He hath inclined His
ear unto me, and in my days will | call upon Him.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized
by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

The pangs of death have encompassed me; the
perils of hades have found me. Tribulation and
sorrow have | found, and | called upon the name
of the Lord.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized
by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Merciful is the Lord, and righteous; and our God
hath mercy.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized
by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THIRD ANTIPHON

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for
His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of
Israel now confess that He is good; for His mercy
endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron confess
that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever.
Let them now who fear the Lord confess that He
is 9ood; for His mercy endureth forever.
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TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 1)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,
worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee,
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in
the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His
word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and
enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
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ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the [{s 33; ul )@-L’ u)j\ PV Al P I W

Lord. The Lord is God and hath appeared unto
us. Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by
John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 1)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,
worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee,
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in
the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His
word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and
enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
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KONTAKION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 4)

On this day Thou hast appeared * unto the whole
world, * and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, * is
signed on us who sing Thy praise * and chant
with knowledge: Thou hast now come, * Thou
hast appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable.
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KONTAKION FOR THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON (TONE 8)
Only at Saint George Church in Cicero

To thee the champion leader, * | thy city offer MA_\S:J\ c_al_a\)dl QSS\ *cd‘z(\ oﬂ\}L\ dm U Lf‘

thanks of victory. * O Theotokos, thou who hast
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ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN

As many of you as have been baptized into Ly a A3 58 5 /3\ ‘ai":/so\ ,"L g J\ ;i‘ij
Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (THRICE) T e i & >l w(\_,z)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the s s . . e
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages ‘C)\j\ RSTREPARIEIAN ;5)&\3 OV NERARREG

of ages. Amen. O ot
Have put on Christ. Alleluia. Lo 5lla Y C“"“M
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As many of you as have been baptized into
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THE SYNAXARION

On January 6th in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Holy Theophany, or Epiphany, of our
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.

Christ’s Baptism, having rent open the Heavens, leadeth therein all such as do not defile it.
On the sixth the Forerunner baptized Christ in the river.

When our Lord reached thirty years from His physical birth, He began His teaching and saving work.
He Himself signified this “beginning of the beginning” by His baptism in the River Jordan. St. Cyril of
Jerusalem says, “The beginning of the world: water; the beginning of the Good News: Jordan.” At the
time of the baptism of the Lord in water, the Father was revealed to the sense of hearing; the Spirit was
revealed to the sense of sight, and in addition to these, the Son was revealed to the sense of touch. The
Father uttered His witness about the Son, the Son was baptized in the water, and the Holy Spirit in the
form of a dove hovered above the water. John the Baptist witnessed and said about Christ, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world.” When John immersed and baptized the Lord in
the Jordan, the mission of Christ in the world and the path of our salvation were shown. That is to say:
The Lord took upon Himself the sins of mankind and died under them (immersion) and became alive
a9ain (the coming out of the water); and we must die as the old sinful man and become alive again as
cleansed, renewed and regenerated. This is the Savior and this is the path of salvation. The Feast of the
Epiphany (Theophany in Greek) is also called the Feast of Illumination. For us, the event in the River
Jordan illuminates, by manifesting to us God as Trinity, consubstantial and undivided. Also, every one
of us through baptism in water is illumined by this, that we become adopted by the Father of Lights
through the merits of the Son and the power of the Holy Spirit.

Unto Christ be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.



EPISTLE READERS

English

Arabic

Rammy Zanayed

Today

Hanan Mseih

EPISTLE FOR THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY

Blessed is He that cometh in the
Name of the Loro.
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for
His mercy endureth forever.
The Reading from the Epistle of
Saint Paul to Saint Titus (2:11-14; 3:4-7)

My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared for
the salvation of all men, training us to renounce
irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober,
upright, and godly lives in this world; awaiting
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who gave
Himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and
to purify for Himself a people of His own who
are zealous for good deeds. When the goodness
and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,
He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in
righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the
Holy Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might
be justified by His grace and become heirs in

hope of eternal life.
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GOSPEL FOR THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Saint Matthew (3:13-17)

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented Him, saying, “l need to be
baptized by Thee, and Thou dost come to me?” But
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it
is Fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, He
went up immediately from the water, and behold,
the heavens were opened and He saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove, and alighting on

Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is

My beloved Son, with Whom | am well pleased.”
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MAGNIFICATION HYMN OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 2)

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable
and more exalted in glory than the heavenly hosts.

Verily, all tongues are at a loss to praise
thee properly; and every mind, even though
transcending the world, is distracted in thy
praise, O Theotokos. But because thou art good,
acceptour faith, having known our divine longing.
Wherefore, since thou art the helper of Christians,
we do magnify thee.
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COMMUNION HYMN OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 8)

The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men. Alleluia.
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INSTEAD OF “WE HAVE SEEN THE TRUE LIGHT” SING
TROPARION OF THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY (TONE 1)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,
worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee,
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in
the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His
word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and

enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
8
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THE GREAT SANCTIFICATION OF WATER (BLESSING OF WATERS)

PRIEST: (out Lloud) O Trinity, transcendent
in essence, in goodness and in divinity, the
Almighty who watcheth over all, invisible and
incomprehensible, O Creator of intelligent
essences, rational natures, the goodness of the
utterandunapproachablelight,thatenlighteneth
every man that cometh into the world: Enlighten
me also, thine unworthy servant. Illuminate the
eyes of my understanding that | may venture to
praise thy countless benevolences and thy might.
Let my beseeching on behalf of this people be
wholly acceptable, so that my transgressions
may not prevent the descent here of thy Holy
Spirit; thatl may be allowed to cry to thee without
condemnation and say, O most good One:

We glorify thee, O Master, Lover of mankind, the
Almighty King before eternity.

We glorify thee, O Creator and Fashioner of all.

We glorify thee, O only-begotten Son of God,
who art without father from thy Mother, and
without mother from thy Father; for in the
previous feast we beheld thee a babe, and in this
feast we behold thee perfect, O our perfect God,
appearing from the Perfect;

For today we have reached the time of the feast,
and the rank of saints gathers with us and angels
celebrate with men.

Today the grace of the Holy Spirit hath descended
on the waters in the likeness of a dove.

Today hath shone the Sun that setteth not, and
the world is lighted by the light of the Lord.

Today the moon shineth with the world in its
radiating beams.

Today the shining stars adorn the universe with
the splendor of their radiance.

Today the clouds from heaven moisten mankind
with showers of justice.
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Today the Uncreated accepteth of his own will
the laying on of hands by his own creation.

Today the Prophet and Forerunner draweth nigh to
the Master but halteth with trembling when he
witnesses the condescension of God towards us.

Today the waters of the Jordan are changed to
healing by the presence of the Lord.

Today the whole creation is watered by mystical
streams.

Today the stumblings of mankind are blotted out
by the waters of the Jordan.

Today hath paradise been opened to men, and
the Sun of righteousness hath shone for us.

Today the bitter water is changed by Moses to
sweetness for the people at the presence of the
Lord.

Today are we delivered from the ancient
mourning, and like a new Israel we have been
saved.

Today we have escaped from darkness and, by
the light of the knowledge of God, we have been
illuminated.

Today the darkness of the world vanisheth with
the appearance of our God.

Today the whole creation is lighted from on high.

Today is error annulled, and the coming of the
Master prepareth for us a way of salvation.

Today the celestials celebrate with the
terrestrials, and the terrestrials commune with
the celestials.

Today the assembly of noble and great-voiced
Orthodox rejoiceth.

Today the Master cometh to baptism to elevate
mankind above.

Today the Unbowable boweth to this servant to
deliver us from slavery.
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Today we have bought the kingdom of heaven,
for the kingdom of heaven hath no end.

Today the land and the sea have divided between
them the joy of the world, and the world hath
been filled with rejoicing.

The waters saw thee, O God; the waters saw
thee and were afraid. Jordan turned back when
it beheld the fire of the Godhead coming down
and descending into it bodily. Jordan turned
back at beholding the Holy Spirit descending in|4_4
the likeness of a dove and hovering over thee.
Jordan turned back when it saw the Invisible
visible, the Creator incarnate and the Master in
the form of a servant. Jordan turned back, and
the mountains leaped with joy at beholding God
in the flesh. And the clouds, beholding in the
Jordan the Lord’s festal assembly, gave voice,
wondering at him that cometh, who is Light of |}
Light, true God of true God, drowning in the
Jordan the death of disobedience, the sting of
error and bond of Hades, granting the world the
baptism of salvation. So also |, thine unworthy
and sinful servant as | proclaim the greatness of
thy wonders, am encompassed by fear, crying
with compunction unto thee and saying:

Great art Thou, O Lord, and marvelous are
Thy works, and no word sufficeth to hymn Thy
wonders. (thrice)

For Thou, by Thine own will, from nothingness
hast brought all things into being, by thy might
thou dost uphold creation, and by thy providence
thou dost direct the world. Thou hast fitly framed
the creation out of four elements; thou didst|ad_ s,
crown the circle of the year with four seasons.
All the reason-endowed powers tremble before
thee. The sun praiseth thee, and the moon
glorifieth thee; the stars intercede with thee.
The light obeyeth thee. The deeps shudder
before thee; the water-springs serve thee. Thou
hast spread out the heavens like a curtain. Thou
hast established the earth upon the waters.
With sand hast thou walled in the sea. Thou hast
poured forth the air for breathing. The angelic
powers serve thee. The choirs of archangels
worship thee. The many-eyed cherubim and
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the six-winged seraphim, as they stand round
about and fly, cover themselves in fear before
thine unapproachable glory. For thou, the God

who (s uncircumscribed, without beginning and |3

ineffable, didst come down upon earth, taking
on the form of a servant and being made in the
likeness of man. For thou couldst not endure, O
Master, because of thy tender mercy, to behold
the race of men beneath the tyranny of the devil,
but thou didst come and didst save us. We
confess thy grace. We proclaim thy mercy. We
conceal not thy beneficence. Thou hast set free
the offspring of our nature; by thy birth thou hast
sanctified a virgin’s womb. All creation singeth
praises unto thee, who didst reveal thyself.
For thou our God, didst appear upon earth and
didst dwell among men. Thou didst sanctify the
streams of Jordan, in that thou didst send down
from heaven thine all-holy Spirit and didst crush
the heads of the serpents that lurked there.

Therefore, O King who lovest mankind, do Thou
Thyselfbe present even now, through the descent
of Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water. (thrice)

And give it the grace of redemption, the blessing
of Jordan. Make it a3 fountain of incorruption,
3 gift of sanctification, a remission of sins,
9 protection against disease, a destruction
of demons, inaccessible to hostile powers
filled with angelic might. And may it be to all
those who draw of it and partake of it unto the
cleansing of souls and bodies, unto the healing
of passions, unto the sanctification of homes
and unto every expedient purpose. For thou art
our God who, through water and the Spirit, hast
renewed our nature, grown old through sin. Thou
art our God who with water didst drown sin in
the days of Noah. Thou art our God who by the
sea, through Moses, didst set free from slavery
to Pharaoh the Hebrew race. Thou art our God
who didst cleave the rock in the wilderness, so
that water gushed forth and streams overflowed
and didst satisfy thy thirsty people. Thou art our
God who by water and fire, through Elias, didst
bring Israel back from the deception of Baal.

Do Thou Thyself, O Master, sanctify even now
this water by Thy Holy Spirit. (Thrice)
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Grant unto all who touch it, anoint themselves
therewith and partake thereof, sanctification,
blessing, cleansing and health. Be mindful, O
Lord of our Father and Metropolitan (Name), and
our Bishop (Name) all the Priests, the Diaconate
in Christ and every priestly order and all thy
people here present, together with our brethren
who are absent for just cause, and have mercy
on them and on us according to thy great mercy.

Thatbytheelements, bytheangelsandbymen, by
things visible and invisible, thine all-holy name
may be glorified, together with the Fatherand the
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

CHOIR: Amen.

PRIEST: Peace be to all.

CHOIR: And to thy spirit.

DEACON: Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.
CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

PRIEST: Incline thine ear, and hearken unto us,
O Lord who didst deign to be baptized in the
Jordan and didst sanctify the waters. Bless us
all who, by the bowing of our necks, signify our
servitude; and make us worthy to be filled with
thy sanctification through partaking of this water
and being sprinkled therewith. And may it be
unto us, O Lord, for health of soul and body.

For thou art the Sanctification of our souls and
bodies, and unto thee do we ascribe glory,
thanksgiving and worship, together with thine
unoriginate Father and thine all-holy and good
and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,
worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee,
calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in
the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His
word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and
enlightened the world, glory to Thee. (Thrice)
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Holy Bread Offered By:
Today — The Zayed Family

— Salim and Rania Najjar
and Family

Jan 12 — Dina Saba and Children and
their Families

— Taoufik and Diala Moagad and
Family

— Nuha Lussi and Family
Jan 19 — The Sousan Family

Jan 26 — Dr. Milad and Mai Saad and
Family

— Fairouz Rayan and Family
Feb 2 - OPEN
Feb 9 — Ryan McMahon and Family
Feb 16 - OPEN

Feb 23 — OPEN
Mar 2 - OPEN
Mar 9 — OPEN
Mar 16 — OPEN
Mar 23 — Nuha Ayoub and

Family SCAN ME

Donate to
Your Church
Today

Coffee Hour Sponsors:

Today — Salim and Rania Najjar é‘y
Y and Family ! Q_,/
Jan 12 — Nuha Lussi and Family
Jan 19 - OPEN
Jan 26 — Fairouz Rayan and Family
Feb 2 - OPEN
Feb 9 — OPEN
Feb 16 — OPEN
Feb 23 — OPEN
Mar 2 - OPEN
Mar 9 - OPEN
Mar 16 — OPEN
Mar 23 — Nuha Ayoub and Family

SCAN ME

SCAN ME

Jan 19 - OPEN

Are you offering CHURCH BREAD and
need NAMES REMEMBERED in the Liturgy?

Sign-Up online with the names by TUESDAY of that week
www.StGeorgeChi.org/holy-bread or scan QR-Code

SCAN ME


mailto:YAF%40stgeorgechi.org?subject=YAF%20Breakfast%20or%20Coffee%20and%20Fellowship%20Sponsorship
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/coffee-hour/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/donate/
https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Today THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY 9:00 am

Pre-Communion Prayers 9:15 am

+  Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Choir Rehearsal After Communion

Sunday School Classes After Communion

Great Blessing of the Waters After Liturgy

+  Coffee Hour After Liturgy

Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Coffee and Fellowship After Liturgy

Mon,Jan6 + AC2025 Civic and Media Protocol Committee Meeting 9:00 am

+ AC2025 “The Five” Meeting 6:00 pm

Tue, Jan 7 Campus Coordinators’ Zoom Meeting 11:00 am

Wed, Jan 8 Antiochian Men (A-MEN) Officers’ WhatsApp Meeting 7:00 pm

+  Sunday School Teachers’ Zoom Training 8:00 pm

Thu, Jan 9 Parish Council Officers’ Zoom Meeting 6:00 pm

Fri, Jan 10 AC20205 Team Leaders’ Meeting 7:00 pm

Sat, Jan 1 Great Vespers Service 5:00 pm

+ Teen SOYO Feed My Starving Children (see pg. 22) 6:45 pm

Sun, Jan 12 Pre-Communion Prayers 9:00 am

+  Orthros (Matins) followed by Great Doxology and Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Choir Rehearsal 9:15 am

+ Sunday School Classes After Communion

God’s Little Lights Ministry (3- and 4-year-olds) After Communion

+  Coffee Hour After Liturgy

AC2025 Town Hall Meeting (see pg. 31) After Liturgy

Tue,Jan14  Parish Council Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm

Wed, Jan15 Antiochian Women (AW) Officers’ Zoom Meeting 6:00 pm

Sat,Jan18 + Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) Skiing/Snowboarding Day-Trip (see 11:00 am
P9- 23)

Great Vespers Service 5:00 pm

+  Antiochian Men (A-MEN) Shawerma and Cards (see pg. 26) After Vespers

MEMORIALS MEMORIALS

Today

40-Day Memorial Service for
TMAZIN GEORGE ZAYED, offered by
the Zayed family.

1-Year Memorial Service for TMIKEL
AL NIMRI, offered by Salim and
Rania Najjar and family.

Jan12

40-Day Memorial Service for
TMASAD FADEL SABA, offered by
Dina Saba and children and their
families.

1-Year Memorial Service for {DR.
NAWAF ALNASIR, offered by Taoufik
and Diala Moaqad and family.
10-Year Memorial Service for
TMUSA LUSSI, offered by Nuha
Lussi and family.
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https://www.stgeorgechi.org/holy-bread/

ORTHODOX MARRIAGE

A MINISTRY WITHIN THE ANTIOC

Saturday, January 25 | 5:00 pm $50/Couple
RSVP by

Vespers ~ Dinner with Wine ~ Retreat Wed | Jan 22

Inviting Courting, Engaged,
and all Married Couples!

SCAN ME

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, 11



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events
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https://www.stgeorgechi.org/membership/

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church
auusigill asthilll guggly gwadll dunis
Antiochian Qrchodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Pastor

December 17, 2024

Dear Members of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church,
Christ in our midst! He is and ever shall be!

A blessed Nativity Season to you and your families! This is to inform you the 2025 Annual General Assembly
Meeting for the voting membership of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church will be held on Sunday, January
19, 2025, following the Divine Liturgy. The agenda is enclosed on the reverse side of this letter.

To be recognized as a voting member of Saint George Church, a parishioner must be at least eighteen years of age
and have fulfilled both the necessary spiritual obligations (as determined by the Pastor) and the financial obligations
(as determined by the Financial Secretary), which require a minimum contribution of $600 per married couple or
$300 per individual received between January 1, 2024, and December 31, 2024. Each married couple attending the
meeting will be given two ballots — one for each spouse in attendance — while individual members, over the age
of 18, who have met the requirements, will each receive one ballot from the Financial Secretary at the meeting.
Only those present at the meeting may vote; no proxy votes are permitted. If you have not already met your financial
obligation, please do so before December 31, 2024. If you are experiencing financial hardship, please see the Pastor.
Should you have any further questions regarding these requirements, please contact a member of the Parish Council.

The goal of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church is to have all eligible members vote.

At this General Assembly, elections will be held for four (4) seats for a three-year term on the Parish Council. A
Nominating Committee has been appointed to compile a list of qualified candidates. The members of the committee
are Fr. Fouad Saba, Fr. Gabriel Coronel, Dn. George Nassief, Mr. Elias Akkari, and Mr. Steve Saba. If you or
someone you know is interested in running for the Parish Council and is willing to make the commitment required
to fulfill this important obligation, please contact the Nominating Committee.

It is important to note that pursuant to the Saint George Church Constitution, no nominations will be accepted from
the floor during the Annual General Assembly Meeting. All candidates’ names must be submitted to the
Nominating Committee by Wednesday, January 8, 2025, in order for the candidate’s name to be included on the
Ballot. There can be no exception to this rule.

During this General Assembly Meeting, all members will also receive a full 2024 Financial Report, the proposed
2025 Annual Budget, and reports from the various organizations and hear about all current plans for the coming
year. 2024 was an extremely active year in the life of Saint George Church and your attendance will add greatly to
the discussion.

The Church is our spiritual home. Your involvement in the affairs of your Church is very important. May God
bless you all as we prepare for the birth of the Savior!

Yours in Christ,

V. Rev. Frn. Fouad Saba Elias Aotarc
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Elias Akkari
Pastor Chairman, Parish Council

1220 South 60t Court, Cicero, IL 60804 « PHONE (708) 656-2927 « FAX (708) 656-1166 » Office@StGeorgeChi.org * www.StGeorgeChi.org



Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Nominating

Committee
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I The following is the report of the Nominating Committee of Saint
. George Antiochian Orthodox Church regarding the upcoming
General Assembly and Parish Council Elections on January 19, 2025.
The members of the Church listed below are qualified, nominated,
and have accepted the nomination to run for election to the Parish
Council and all have received the blessing of Fr. Fouad Saba as well:
e Victor Imreibe e Fady Mseih e Amir Rihani

e Dr. Johnny Kuttab ¢ Karen Nawas e Eddy Shaheen

e MichaelMoukheiber e Suhail Qumri

e e S e e
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Curriculum Update

Nativity of the Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ

Sunday School took a little detour from our curriculum to learn that the Nativity of the Lord is
the fulhllment of many prophecies from the Old Testament and the beginning of salvation. A
prophet is someone chosen by God to share His message. Our salvation is something God has
been planning for a very long time. Christmas,and what follows, lies deep in the Old Testament
The following are three of the Old Testament prophets and what they foretold about the
Messiah, which means the anointed one.

[saiah was one of God's prophets for about 60 years. He is called The Messianic Prophet
because he foretold many things about the coming of the Messiah, Jesus, the Christ. God sent
[saiah to give the people these hints and clues so they would recognize Jesus when He came to
earth. Read: Isaiah T:14, 9:7,53, 35:5-6

leremiah lived in and around Jerusalem where he prophesied for about 40 years until God
destroyed the nation of Israel because of theirwickedness. He is sometimes called the Weeping
Prophet because of his sorrow over the sins of the people. Read: Jeremiah 23:5-6,31:31

Micah, lived in the country unlike Jeremiah and [saiah. He prophesied of the birthplace of
Christ: “Butyou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little amongthe thousands of Judah, Yet
out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from
of old, From everlasting.” (Micah 5:2)

sunday School Classes Resume--------- ' oun | Jan 5
AV CAMP REGISTRATION @ 4:00 PM ~==----=-=-=~---= SUN | JAN 5
Sunday School Teachers’ Zoom.Training -==---- Wed | Jan 8
CAMP ST. GEORGE I-OWA REGISTRATION ====== Sun | Feb 2
Sunday School Officers’ Meeting ' Sat | Feb §



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/register-student
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)?ﬁmms MEMORIES

Reminder that Sunday School students

are to take Communion with their
‘ parents and then return to the pews
.. for the Blessing of the Waters to

celebrate the Feast of Epiphany
(Theophany). Sunday School will
begin after that service.
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Samt George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Teen SOYO

with GLORY Club and JOY Club

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2025

6:45 PM - 9:00 P\

STARVING
CHILOREN

740 WILEY FARM COURT, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60173

Join TEEN SOTQ, 501 CLUP,, and GLORT CLUPs

for an evening of helping others in need!
ALL5 YEARS AND OLDER ARE WELCOME!

% f@l(&/‘ﬂa«f’ /ﬂ&/"«fﬁ/( é{//// /0/‘676;0@/‘;' ﬂ/éﬂ@(h’//‘ Féf /‘6&%@@

others wit? be ﬁefﬁe&éecf. ¢

~ Proverbs 11:25

PLEASE SCAN QR-CODE OR SIGN-UP AT
WWW.FMSC.ORG/JOIN-GROUP?JOINCODE=41921K
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http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=4L921K

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

Young Adult
Fellowship (YAF)

Sat, Jan 18
11:00 AM

ALPINE VALLEY RESORT e ELKHORN, WI
4 ,ql"-

- R
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$130/person
~ INCLUDES LIFT TICKETS,
I EQUIPMENT RENTAL,
HELMET, DINNER
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

GLory CLup

G.op's L.ovine O.Bepient R.espeerrur Y.our

SAT | FER 1 @ 6:00 - 8.00 PM
EVENING PRAYERS,
DINNER, AND PROGRPAM

EVENT ADMISSION
EAH (HILD PRING A
> > NEW PLANKET < <
TO DONATE TO THE HOMELESS

RSVP gy
Sar, I 25

PARENTS ENGOURAGED
T0 STAY, DINNER WILL BE
PROVIDED SEPARATELY.

INVITING
AL Kips (aces 5-8)

must be 5 years old by February 1, 2025
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Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

ANTIOCHIAN
WOMEN

O s AL

SISTERS

Spiritual Discussion
In The Orthodox Club

e T MINISTRY

Coffee will be provided

Discussion Theme:

“MANAGING NEGATIVE THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS”

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2025 RSVP by
7:30 PM —9:30 PM Wed |Jan 29

* Next Event Discussion Theme “/ Can’t Forgive”

Friday, February 28, 2025

SCAN ME

ALL WOMEN 18+ WELCOME!



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

Y shawerma and Cards Nigi:

Saturday ,4.

January 18, 2025 i )
5:00 Pm VESPERS

January 15 | SCAN ME

ALL entlemen 18+ Invited



http://www.stgeorgechi.org/events

FAMILY HAFLI
SAVE THE
. DATE

Saturday

Eebruaky 15, 2025
BEGINNINGWITH VESPERS

)80)0) V1

ALLAgesiand Eamiliesiinvited




Register AT 4:00pm CST
ON Sunday, January 5*
to secure your spot at the

g Antiochian Village Summer

Regiator Camp in Pennsylvania!
Opens
LI el REGISTER HERE [iiis

— [=]-
SCAN ME

Camp St. George

[-OWA &
June 29-July 5, 2025

W Registrationi@pens
or Sunday;
&0 Eebruaky2)!
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https://avcamp.org/programs/summer-camp/
http://csgiowa.org/registration/

NOJCAMPERIUEEIBEHIND!

In2024,

26 CAMPERS

from Saint George Church
attended Camp!

Antiochian Village PA =17
Camp St. George [A=9

SCHOLARSHIPS

available from
The Order of Saint lgnatiug
Cicero Chapter and National!

No Camper Left Behind
ALL Campers in need of financial
assigtance will be able to attend!
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http://www.Stgeorgechi.org/scholarships
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“CONTINUING THE ANTIOCHIAN THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON HOTEL RESERVATIONS
LEGACY IN CHICAGO” Cicero, IL « kﬁ;_ ARE NOW OPEN!

S0TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE UNIFICATION OF

NEW YORK AND TOLEDO
and the
120TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE WORD MAGAZINE

« Church Services
- 100+ Events and Meetings
« Club Saint George for

ages 4-12
» TeenEvents With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, for the first time, AC 2 0 2 5 C h | ca g 0. Org
. Young Adult Events venerate the Miraculous Weeping Icon in the hotel Chapel all week.
« Humanitarian Activity
- Workshops
- Bible Bowl

. Oratorical Festival Host Parish
- “Taste of Chicago” Saint George
- Antiochian Legacy Banquet . .
aid @z F “Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Antiochian
. . Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And
Ask Abouna” all week the angel departed from her.” Luke 1:38 Orthodox Church

30


http://ac2025chicago.org
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CHURCH HALL

Join this exciting
Town Hall meeting
and learn how you can help
spread the word about the
2025 Archdiocese Convention
through social media!

Sign-Up to volunteer for the
Convention!

Be part of the BUZZ, create
MOMENTUM, and stay in the
know on the latest UPDATES.

Follow Convention Social Media
to stay updated
INSTAGRAM — FACEBOOK — YOUTUBE

@AC2025CHI

ORTHODGKX
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION

(708) 656-2927 | INFO@AC2025CHICAGO.ORG | AC2025CHICAGO.ORG




Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Cicero, IL

SEASONIOFAERIPHANY:

Traditionally, at the feast of the Lord’s Epiphany

(Baptism) on January 6%, the Great Blessing

. of the waters takes place and then is used to

sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing

A | the blessed water to the homes, and sprinkling

.« it in each room, we rid our house of any evil

@ influence, and rededicate it to God in a special
way.

As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into
Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and
renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time.

HONMHBLESSINGS

Please contact the Church Office at (708) 656-2927 or
Office@StGeorgeChi.org to schedule your Home Blessing:

The following should be prepared for the Home Blessing:

e All members of family must e Lit Candle
be present e Burning Incense
e Bible (Optional)
® |con e Small Table (or dining room table)

The visit by Father Saba or Father Gabriel should be approximately 45
minutes. Several visits will be scheduled on a given day in order to
reach and bless all families and homes this season.

Once the Home Blessing Season is mostly over, Father Saba

and Father Gabriel will continue regular Pastoral Visits, [
during which Father Saba or Father Gabriel will spend ample [t
time with each family. SAN
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